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Net-based SEM software is widely used by business and other researchers. Nonetheless, less than a handful of graduate students,
many of whom never really mastered the LISREL model, are today playing a role in development of the next generation of SEM
software, despite the potential contribution they could make. Although LISREL, like all software packages, is not perfect, its
massive use has been a blessing for the field, providing both test and example data sets, and the opportunity for new, truly
innovative ideas. But it is time for a new generation of software to create this new wave of SEM. This special issue is a
testament to the potential contribution to the field that a new generation of SEM software can make. It includes a set of new
SEM software and new software packages in which the LISREL paradigm is either modified or abandoned. The goal of this
special issue is to create a platform for a new generation of SEM software. The LISREL model has been very successful over
the past forty-five years. The LISREL software and associated books and teaching materials are used by graduate students and
academics, and LISREL based software packages are in use by academics and other researchers in over 90 countries. The
LISREL model is also an integral part of the work of the Global Leadership Alliance. The LISREL model is not without its
shortcomings, such as the large number of possible model (coresets) structures and potential problems in model identification
(e.g., [@hardin1994limitations]). The LISREL software, while sufficient for most practical applications, is not generally
considered as a full or complete SEM package. Some of the features included in commercial packages and new programs are
not included in the LISREL model. For example, these include item analysis and factor analytic methods, and better graphics
that include scaling and other functions. But LISREL is sufficient for virtually all experimental applications that require a
simple, easily implemented SEM model. The LISREL model can be supplemented with programs for item analysis and factor
analysis, but it is only in the last fifteen years that those methods have become as widely used as LISREL models. This special
issue is the first ever issue of the LISREL Journal, which is dedicated to the sharing of information, research and ideas that
continue the LISREL tradition. This issue consists of eight papers. We chose to focus on the development of new software
packages and software packages that have different emphases and uses than LISREL. The papers in this
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